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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed for active study. Read a lesson, work the related questions without checking the
answers, then use the explanations to correct both the answer and the method.

A Reliable Study Cycle

1. Take a realistic baseline test or work one subject practice set under timed conditions.

2. Sort every missed question into content, reasoning, timing, or carelessness.

3. Review the exact concept and write the corrected method in your own words.

4. Redo the missed question from scratch, then solve a similar question.

5. Retest the skill later so improvement is based on retrieval, not short-term memory.

Important Limits and State Rules

Eligibility, age, residency, fees, retake rules, and credential names vary by state or jurisdiction.

Always confirm current requirements in your GED.com account and on the official policy page for the
place where you will test.

Online testing is not available everywhere and has additional requirements, including a recent Green
GED Ready score for the subject.

This guide is educational material, not an official publication of GED Testing Service.

VERIFY THE CURRENT TEST

Review official subject details before you schedule.

OFFICIAL GED INFO

NEED A STRUCTURED PLAN?

Use guided lessons, practice, videos, and progress tools.

VIEW ONLINE COURSE

https://www.ged.com/about-test/test-subjects.html
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=how_to_use
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EXAM FORMAT

Current GED Exam Snapshot

The GED test contains four separately scheduled subject exams. You may take one subject at a time.

115 min
MATH

150 min
RLA

70 min
SOCIAL STUDIES

90 min
SCIENCE

Subject Structure

Subject Time Core focus Tools / format

Mathematical Reasoning 115 min Basic math, geometry, algebra, graphs and functions Calculator on Part 2

Reasoning Through Language
Arts

150 min Reading, arguments, grammar and language Includes 45-min
essay

Social Studies 70 min Civics, history, economics, geography Calculator available

Science 90 min Science reading, experiments, numbers and graphics Calculator available

What This Means for Your Plan

You do not have to take all four subjects on the same day.

Combined subject time is 425 minutes, not including travel, check-in, or time between separately scheduled
appointments.

Prices and eligibility requirements vary by state.

The test includes multiple choice and interactive question formats such as drag and drop, fill in the blank,
select an area, and drop-down choices.

RELATED RESOURCE

View the StudyGuideZone GED overview

https://www.studyguidezone.com/gedtest.htm?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=study_guide&utm_campaign=ged
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PLANNING

Scoring, Eligibility, Fees, and State Rules

You pass the GED by earning at least 145 on each of the four subjects. Higher subject scores may carry
College Ready designations, but policies for credit or placement vary by institution.

145-164
GED PASSING SCORE

Meet or exceed 145 on every subject to
earn the credential.

165-174
COLLEGE READY

May qualify for placement-test or
developmental-course waivers at
participating institutions.

175-200
COLLEGE READY + CREDIT

May qualify for up to 10 college credit
hours, depending on the institution.

State-Specific Rules

Age, school-enrollment status, residency, fees, retake waiting periods, and additional requirements vary by
state or jurisdiction.

Some jurisdictions offer subsidies or require additional civics or constitution work.

A state may use a different official name for the credential you receive.

Check current rules before paying or scheduling because fees and local policies can change.

VERIFY BEFORE YOU SCHEDULE

Use the official state rules tool for the jurisdiction where you plan to test.

Check GED prices and state rules

https://www.ged.com/about-test/price-and-rules.html
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PLANNING

Registration: Test Center or Online

Create or use your free GED.com account to review local eligibility, choose subjects, select a test center
or online proctoring where available, schedule appointments, and pay.

At a Test Center Online Proctored Test

Official testing-center appointment and check-in
procedures.

Physical TI-30XS calculator may be allowed
where specified; onscreen tools are also provided.

State-specific identification, age, and residency
rules apply.

You may be able to schedule multiple subjects in
one day if appointment time is available.

Availability depends on your state or
jurisdiction.

Requires a computer, webcam, reliable internet,
and a private enclosed room.

Requires a Green GED Ready score within the
previous 60 days for each online subject.

No physical scratch paper or handheld
calculator; use the onscreen tools provided.

Scheduling Steps

1. Log in to your GED.com account and review the rules for your state or jurisdiction.

2. Select a test center or online proctoring if online testing is offered and you qualify.

3. Choose one or more subjects and an available appointment.

4. Confirm identification, testing-space, calculator, and accommodation requirements.

5. Pay online and save the confirmation details.

OFFICIAL SCHEDULING

Open GED scheduling information

https://www.ged.com/about-test/scheduling.html
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TEST DAY

Test-Day Tools, Calculator, and Question Types

The computer-based test includes built-in tools and several interactive question formats. Practice the
interface before test day so the tool itself does not consume your time.

Calculator and Formula Support

Math includes a short non-calculator portion and calculator access on Part 2.

The TI-30XS MultiView is the approved physical calculator for permitted test-center use.

An onscreen calculator and calculator reference sheet are available where allowed.

A math formula sheet is provided, so focus on choosing and applying formulas.

Science and social studies may also provide calculator access for quantitative items.

Question Formats

Multiple choice

Fill in the blank

Drop-down selection

Drag and drop

Select an area or hot spot

Extended response in RLA

PRACTICE THE INTERFACE

Use official previews to see common item
types and the computer-testing environment.

Open official GED test previews

CALCULATOR REFERENCE

Open the official TI-30XS reference sheet

https://www.ged.com/study/free-online-ged-test.html
https://www.ged.com/content/dam/websites/ged/post/calculator-sheet.pdf
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STUDY STRATEGY

Build a Baseline, Study Cycle, and Error Log

Effective preparation follows a repeatable cycle: diagnose, learn, practice, review, and retest. A baseline
matters only when it changes what you study next.

What to Record

Subject, skill, question type, and time spent.

Your answer, the correct answer, and the exact reason for the miss.

A corrected method written in one or two sentences.

Whether the error came from content, reasoning, timing, or carelessness.

A date for retesting the skill after a delay.

A Reliable Method

1. Take an untimed baseline to expose content
gaps.

2. Review the highest-frequency and most
correctable weaknesses first.

3. Practice until you can reproduce the method
without notes.

4. Retest under timed conditions and update the
error log.

WORKED EXAMPLE

A student misses six equation questions and
one vocabulary question. The equation
errors should usually receive more study
time because the pattern is repeated and
directly correctable.

FREE BASELINE

Take a free GED practice test

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-practice-test/?utm_source=sgz&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide
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STUDY STRATEGY

Timing and Pacing Across Four Subjects

Pacing should be based on the subject clock, the number and complexity of remaining items, and the
value of returning to uncertain questions. Avoid spending several minutes on one item while easier points
remain.

General Pacing Rules

Read the full question stem before working.

Answer straightforward items first when the interface allows review.

Use elimination to reduce difficult multiple-choice items.

Estimate before calculating so unreasonable results are visible.

Leave time for the RLA extended response and a brief revision pass.

Practice by subject because the four exams have different demands.

When You Are Stuck

1. Restate the task and identify the exact information needed.

2. Mark units, keywords, or lines of evidence.

3. Eliminate choices that violate a definition, sign, scale, or passage detail.

4. Make the best supported choice and move on when additional time is unlikely to help.

START WITH A BASELINE

Use free mixed practice to identify the subjects costing you
points.

FREE PRACTICE

NEED ALL FOUR SUBJECTS?

Use the online course for a complete, tracked preparation
path.

ONLINE COURSE

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=pacing_free
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=pacing_course
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Format and a Reliable Reading Process

The RLA test combines reading comprehension, argument analysis, language conventions, and one
extended response. Read for structure and evidence rather than trying to memorize every sentence.

What to Know

The RLA test lasts 150 minutes and includes a 45-minute written response.

Passages may be literary or informational and often require evidence-based conclusions.

Question formats can include multiple choice, drag and drop, select an area, and drop-down choices.

Read the question stem carefully before evaluating answer choices.

Return to the exact sentence or paragraph that supports your answer.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the task: main idea, detail, inference,
argument, grammar, or revision.

2. Read the relevant text with the task in mind.

3. Predict the answer in your own words before
comparing choices.

4. Eliminate choices that are unsupported, too broad,
or only partly correct.

WORKED EXAMPLE

A question asks why a writer mentions a
failed trial. The sentence immediately after
the example explains that the failure led to a
safer design. The purpose is to show how
the setback improved the final result.

COMMON TRAP

Do not choose an answer merely because it
repeats words from the passage. Correct
answers match the meaning and the
question being asked.

RELATED RESOURCE

Free RLA practice test

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-ela-practice-test/?utm_source=sgz&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

Main Ideas, Details, and Inferences

Main-idea questions ask what the text is mostly doing or saying. Detail questions require direct support.
Inferences must follow logically from evidence without adding outside assumptions.

What to Know

A main idea should cover the passage as a whole, not just one example.

A detail answer must match the text exactly enough to be verified.

An inference is supported indirectly by facts, tone, or relationships in the passage.

Extreme words such as always and never often signal an overstatement.

When two answers seem possible, prefer the one requiring fewer assumptions.

A Reliable Method

1. Summarize each paragraph in a few words.

2. Identify the connection among those paragraph
summaries.

3. For a detail, locate the exact line and restate it
plainly.

4. For an inference, ask what must be true if the
stated evidence is true.

WORKED EXAMPLE

If attendance rises after a center adds
evening hours, the supported inference is
that the new schedule improved access. It is
not reasonable to infer that daytime
attendance disappeared.

COMMON TRAP

A true statement is not automatically the
answer. It must answer the specific question
and be supported by the passage.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

Claims, Reasons, Evidence, and Assumptions

Argument questions test whether a writer supports a claim with relevant reasons and credible evidence.
Strong arguments connect evidence directly to the conclusion and address important limitations.

What to Know

A claim is the position the author wants readers to accept.

Reasons explain why the claim should be accepted.

Evidence may include data, examples, expert findings, or documented observations.

An assumption is an unstated idea the argument depends on.

A counterargument recognizes a reasonable competing view.

A Reliable Method

1. State the claim in one sentence.

2. List the evidence used to support it.

3. Ask whether the evidence is relevant, sufficient,
and current.

4. Check whether the author addresses obvious
alternative explanations.

WORKED EXAMPLE

A city argues that later buses are needed
because a survey shows many evening
workers pay for rides after service ends. The
survey is relevant because it directly
measures the transportation problem.

COMMON TRAP

Personal stories can illustrate a problem, but
one story rarely proves how common the
problem is.



StudyGuideZone GED TEST STUDY GUIDE

StudyGuideZone.com 14

REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

Comparing Texts and Evaluating Sources

Paired texts may agree on facts but differ in emphasis, evidence, or conclusions. Source evaluation
focuses on expertise, currency, transparency, and the quality of supporting evidence.

What to Know

Compare each author's central claim before comparing details.

Separate factual disagreement from differences in priorities or values.

A primary source is created by a participant or observer close to the event.

A secondary source analyzes or summarizes information from other sources.

Current official data are usually stronger than anonymous or outdated claims.

A Reliable Method

1. Summarize Text 1 in one sentence.

2. Summarize Text 2 in one sentence.

3. Mark one point of agreement and one point of
disagreement.

4. Judge which source better supports its claims and
explain why.

WORKED EXAMPLE

One article emphasizes the cost savings of
remote work; another emphasizes
collaboration in offices. The texts can both
be valid because they evaluate different
benefits.

COMMON TRAP

Do not assume that a professional-looking
page is reliable. Check the author, date,
evidence, and purpose.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

Complete Sentences, Clauses, and Agreement

Grammar questions reward clear sentence boundaries and consistent agreement. First locate the subject
and verb, then determine whether every clause is complete and logically connected.

What to Know

An independent clause can stand alone as a sentence.

A dependent clause begins with a word such as because, although, when, or if and cannot stand alone.

A comma alone cannot join two independent clauses.

A singular subject takes a singular verb even when a plural phrase appears between them.

Pronouns must clearly refer to a specific noun and agree in number.

A Reliable Method

1. Find the main subject and verb.

2. Identify every clause as independent or dependent.

3. Choose punctuation or a connector that matches
the clause relationship.

4. Read the completed sentence aloud for clarity and
agreement.

WORKED EXAMPLE

The phrase of required documents does not
change the subject in The list of required
documents is online. The singular subject list
requires is.

COMMON TRAP

Do not choose a verb by matching it to the
closest noun. Match it to the actual subject.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

Punctuation, Possessives, and Usage

Punctuation shows the relationship among ideas. Use commas for specific purposes, semicolons between
related independent clauses, colons after complete clauses that introduce material, and apostrophes for
possession or contractions.

What to Know

Use a comma after an introductory phrase or dependent clause.

Use commas to separate items in a series and nonessential information.

Use a semicolon between closely related independent clauses without a coordinating conjunction.

Use a colon only after a complete clause.

Its is possessive; it's means it is.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the sentence structure before choosing
punctuation.

2. Test whether both sides of a semicolon are
complete clauses.

3. For an apostrophe, decide whether the word shows
possession or contraction.

4. Choose the least punctuation that makes the
meaning clear.

WORKED EXAMPLE

The storm ended; the field remained wet
uses a semicolon because both sides can
stand alone and the ideas are closely
related.

COMMON TRAP

A pause in speech does not automatically
require a comma. Base punctuation on
grammar and meaning.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

Revision, Organization, and Transitions

Revision questions ask which choice makes a text clearer, more concise, better organized, or more
appropriate in tone. The best revision improves the whole paragraph, not just one sentence.

What to Know

Delete repeated ideas and unnecessary filler.

Place sentences where they connect logically to surrounding ideas.

Use transitions that accurately signal contrast, cause, example, sequence, or addition.

Maintain a consistent formal or informal tone.

Prefer specific nouns and verbs over vague wording.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the paragraph's purpose.

2. Determine what relationship the missing or revised
sentence must express.

3. Compare choices for clarity, logic, and concision.

4. Read the paragraph with the selected revision to
confirm flow.

WORKED EXAMPLE

If a paragraph reports that attendance
doubled and then says a second session
was added, a sentence explaining that
demand had increased belongs between
those ideas.

COMMON TRAP

The shortest choice is not always best, but
unnecessary words should not survive
merely because they sound formal.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

Writing the Extended Response

The extended response asks you to analyze two arguments and explain which is better supported. Your
score depends on evidence-based analysis, organization, and control of language - not on whether the
scorer agrees with your personal opinion.

What to Know

Read both arguments and identify each claim, evidence, and assumption.

Choose the better-supported argument, even if you personally prefer the other position.

Use specific evidence from both texts.

Explain why evidence is credible, relevant, or insufficient.

Organize the response with a clear thesis, focused body paragraphs, and a concise conclusion.

A Reliable Method

1. Spend about 10 minutes reading, comparing, and
outlining.

2. Write a thesis that names the stronger argument
and gives two reasons.

3. Develop body paragraphs with evidence and
analysis, not summary alone.

4. Use the final minutes to revise sentence
boundaries, agreement, and clarity.

WORKED EXAMPLE

Strong thesis: Author 2 presents the stronger
argument because the report uses current
local data and addresses the main cost
concern raised by opponents.

COMMON TRAP

Do not spend the response explaining only
which policy you like. The task is to evaluate
the quality of the arguments.

RELATED RESOURCE

Official GED test previews

https://www.ged.com/study/free-online-ged-test.html
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Practice 1

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

1. Which choice best states the main idea of the passage?

A neighborhood clinic began sending text reminders two days before appointments. Missed appointments declined, and
staff members had more time to help patients who arrived without scheduled visits.

A. Text messages are the only effective way to contact patients.
B. Appointment reminders improved the clinic's ability to serve patients.
C. Walk-in patients should receive priority over scheduled patients.
D. Clinics should stop making appointments by telephone.

2. According to the passage, why did the school install solar panels?

The school installed solar panels to reduce electricity costs. During the first year, the panels supplied nearly one-third of the
building's electricity.

A. To eliminate every utility expense
B. To reduce electricity costs
C. To create a new science requirement
D. To power nearby homes

3. Which inference is best supported by the passage?

After the library extended its weekday hours, evening attendance rose steadily. The largest increase occurred among adults
who worked during the day.

A. Most library visitors dislike weekends.
B. The library hired fewer employees.
C. Longer hours made the library more accessible to working adults.
D. Daytime attendance stopped completely.

4. In the sentence below, what does the word mitigate most nearly mean?

Planting shade trees can mitigate the heat absorbed by streets and sidewalks.

A. measure
B. increase
C. reduce
D. predict

5. What is the author's primary purpose?

Before buying a used appliance, check the power cord, test every control, and ask whether replacement parts are still
available. These steps can prevent an inexpensive purchase from becoming an expensive repair.

A. To entertain readers with a personal story
B. To explain how appliances are manufactured
C. To persuade readers to avoid all used products
D. To provide practical advice for evaluating a used appliance
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Practice 2

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

6. Which sentence contains a clear, supportable claim?
A. Public parks are obviously the best use of every vacant lot.
B. The city should add shade structures because summer surface temperatures in the playground regularly exceed 120
degrees.
C. Everyone agrees that outdoor spaces are important.
D. The playground is nice, but it could be nicer.

7. Which evidence would best support the claim that a bus route should run later at night?
A. A survey shows that 61 percent of evening-shift workers currently pay for rides after the final bus.
B. Several buses were repainted last year.
C. The route passes three parks during the day.
D. Some residents prefer walking when the weather is mild.

8. How do the two statements differ?

Statement 1: Remote work can reduce commuting time and transportation costs.
Statement 2: In-person work can make spontaneous collaboration easier.

A. They discuss unrelated topics.
B. The first presents a benefit of remote work, while the second presents a benefit of in-person work.
C. Both argue that commuting should increase.
D. Both claim that one work arrangement is always superior.

9. Which source would generally be most reliable for the current unemployment rate?
A. An anonymous social media post
B. A ten-year-old magazine article
C. A current report from a government labor statistics agency
D. A personal blog with no cited data

10. Which choice is a complete sentence?
A. Because the road was closed after the storm.
B. The road was closed after the storm.
C. While crews removed fallen branches.
D. A delay caused by heavy rain and wind.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Practice 3

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

11. Choose the sentence with correct subject-verb agreement.
A. The list of required documents are on the website.
B. The list of required documents is on the website.
C. The documents in the folder needs review.
D. Each of the forms require a signature.

12. Which revision makes the pronoun reference clear?

When Maya spoke with Elena, she explained the schedule change.

A. When Maya spoke with Elena, she explained it.
B. Maya explained the schedule change when she spoke with Elena.
C. When Maya spoke with Elena, it was explained.
D. The schedule change was something she explained to her.

13. Which punctuation correctly joins the two independent clauses?

The rain stopped _____ the field remained too wet for practice.

A. ,
B. :
C. ;
D. -

14. Which sentence uses an apostrophe correctly to show that the desk belongs to one teacher?
A. The teachers desk is beside the window.
B. The teacher's desk is beside the window.
C. The teachers's desk is beside the window.
D. The teachers desk' is beside the window.

15. Which sentence uses parallel structure?
A. The program teaches students to budget, saving money, and how to compare prices.
B. The program teaches students budgeting, to save money, and price comparisons.
C. The program teaches students to budget, to save money, and to compare prices.
D. The program teaches students to budget, savings, and comparing prices.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Practice 4

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

16. Which transition best completes the sentence?

The first prototype was inexpensive to produce. _____, it failed after only two hours of use.

A. Similarly
B. However
C. For example
D. Therefore

17. Where should the sentence be placed?

(1) The community center started a weekend repair workshop. (2) Volunteers showed residents how to mend clothing and
fix small appliances. (3) Attendance doubled by the third month. (4) The center then added a second weekly session.
Sentence: The strong response showed that the service met a local need.

A. Before sentence 1
B. After sentence 1
C. After sentence 3
D. After sentence 4

18. Which revision is most concise without changing the meaning?

At this point in time, the committee is currently reviewing the proposal.

A. At this point in time, the committee is reviewing the proposal currently.
B. The committee is currently in the process of reviewing the proposal.
C. The committee is reviewing the proposal.
D. Currently, at this point, the proposal is under review by the committee.

19. Which word best maintains a formal tone?

The report describes the old ventilation system as _____.

A. pretty bad
B. a total mess
C. inadequate
D. super outdated

20. Which thesis would best organize an extended response comparing two arguments?
A. Both authors discuss transportation.
B. The issue is complicated and people have opinions.
C. Author 1 presents the stronger argument because the claim is supported by current data and addresses a major
counterargument.
D. I agree with Author 1 because I have always disliked traffic.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Answers and Explanations 1

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

1. B Explanation

The passage focuses on two connected results of the reminder system: fewer missed appointments and
more staff capacity. Choice B captures both results without adding an unsupported claim.

2. B Explanation

The first sentence directly states the school's purpose. The other choices either exaggerate the result or
introduce information not provided.

3. C Explanation

The increase among adults who worked during the day suggests that evening access better matched their
schedules. The passage does not support the other conclusions.

4. C Explanation

The context describes shade trees lessening heat absorption. Therefore, mitigate means reduce or make
less severe.

5. D Explanation

The passage gives a sequence of practical checks and explains why they matter. Its purpose is to advise the
reader, not to entertain or describe manufacturing.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Answers and Explanations 2

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

6. B Explanation

Choice B states a specific position and connects it to measurable evidence. The other choices are vague,
absolute, or unsupported.

7. A Explanation

Choice A directly connects the proposed later service to a demonstrated transportation need among evening
workers.

8. B Explanation

Each statement highlights a different advantage. Neither claims that one arrangement is universally best.

9. C Explanation

A current report from the agency responsible for collecting labor data is the strongest source among the
choices.

10. B Explanation

Choice B contains a subject and a complete predicate and expresses a complete thought. The others are
fragments.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Answers and Explanations 3

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

11. B Explanation

The subject is list, which is singular, so the correct verb is is. Phrases between the subject and verb do not
change agreement.

12. B Explanation

Choice B names Maya as the person who explained the change, removing the ambiguous pronoun she.

13. C Explanation

A semicolon can join two closely related independent clauses. A comma alone would create a comma splice.

14. B Explanation

Because the desk belongs to one teacher, use the singular possessive form teacher's.

15. C Explanation

All three items use the same infinitive structure: to budget, to save, and to compare.
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REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS

RLA Answers and Explanations 4

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

16. B Explanation

The second sentence contrasts low cost with poor durability, so however is the logical transition.

17. C Explanation

The added sentence interprets the attendance increase in sentence 3 and provides a logical bridge to the
added session in sentence 4.

18. C Explanation

Choice C removes redundant phrases such as at this point in time and currently while preserving the
meaning.

19. C Explanation

Inadequate is precise and formal. The other choices are conversational or exaggerated.

20. C Explanation

A strong thesis identifies which argument is stronger and gives specific reasons that can organize the
response. Personal preference alone is not sufficient.

KEEP BUILDING YOUR RLA SCORE

Use free subject practice, or choose the course for guided GED prep. FREE PRACTICE ONLINE COURSE

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-ela-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=rla_end_free
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=rla_end_course
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Number Operations, Fractions, and Decimals

GED math requires accurate number sense and flexible movement among fractions, decimals, and
percents. Estimate first so calculator errors are easier to detect.

What to Know

Follow the order of operations.

Use common denominators before adding or subtracting fractions.

Multiply fractions straight across and simplify.

Divide by a fraction by multiplying by its reciprocal.

Line up decimal points when adding or subtracting decimals.

A Reliable Method

1. Estimate the expected size and sign.

2. Rewrite numbers in a convenient form.

3. Perform the operation carefully.

4. Check by reversing the operation or comparing with
the estimate.

WORKED EXAMPLE

3/4 + 2/3 becomes 9/12 + 8/12 = 17/12 = 1
5/12. The estimate 0.75 + 0.67 is a little
more than 1.4, confirming the result.

COMMON TRAP

Do not add denominators when adding
fractions. The denominator names the size
of the parts and must be made common first.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Ratios, Rates, Proportions, and Percents

Ratios compare quantities, rates compare quantities with different units, and proportions state that two
ratios are equal. Percent problems are proportions based on 100.

What to Know

Write ratios in a consistent order.

A unit rate has a denominator of 1.

Cross multiplication can solve a proportion, but reasoning with scale factors is often faster.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the whole, part, rate, and units.

2. Choose a proportion, unit-rate method, or percent
equation.

3. Solve and attach the correct units.

4. Check whether the result is reasonable relative to
the original amount.

WORKED EXAMPLE

In a 3:5 ratio with 64 total items, there are 8
ratio parts. Each part is 8, so the first

COMMON TRAP

For percent change, divide by the original
value, not the new value.

Percent of a quantity = decimal form of percent × whole.
Percent change = change ÷ original amount × 100%.

quantity is 3 × 8 = 24.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Linear Equations and Inequalities

Equations represent equal quantities. Solve by performing inverse operations to isolate the variable while
keeping both sides balanced.

What to Know

Combine like terms before isolating the variable.

Use inverse operations in reverse order.

Distribute multiplication across every term inside parentheses.

When multiplying or dividing an inequality by a negative number, reverse the inequality sign.

Check solutions by substitution.

A Reliable Method

1. Simplify each side.

2. Move variable terms to one side and constants to
the other.

3. Divide by the coefficient.

4. Substitute the result into the original statement.

WORKED EXAMPLE

For 4x - 7 = 21, add 7 to obtain 4x = 28, then
divide by 4 to get x = 7.

COMMON TRAP

Do not move a term across the equal sign
without understanding the operation.
Perform the same operation on both sides.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Systems of Equations and Word Models

A system contains equations that must be true at the same time. Word problems often require defining
variables and translating relationships before solving.

What to Know

Use substitution when one variable is already isolated.

Use elimination when coefficients can be added or subtracted easily.

Define variables with units before writing equations.

Translate total, difference, rate, and fixed-cost relationships carefully.

Check the solution in every original equation.

A Reliable Method

1. Define the unknown quantities.

2. Write one equation for each stated relationship.

3. Solve using substitution or elimination.

4. Interpret the ordered pair in context.

WORKED EXAMPLE

For x + y = 11 and x - y = 3, adding
eliminates y: 2x = 14, so x = 7 and y = 4.

COMMON TRAP

A mathematically correct pair can still be
wrong if the variables were defined
backward or the units were ignored.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Functions, Tables, and Graphs

A function assigns exactly one output to each input. GED questions may represent functions with
equations, tables, graphs, or verbal rules.

What to Know

Function notation f(x) means the output when the input is x.

Slope measures change in y divided by change in x.

The y-intercept is the output when x = 0.

The x-intercept occurs where y = 0.

Linear functions have a constant rate of change.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the input and output.

2. Calculate or read the change in each variable.

3. Connect slope and intercepts to the situation.

4. Use the representation that makes the requested
value easiest to find.

WORKED EXAMPLE

For points (2,5) and (6,13), slope = (13 -
5)/(6 - 2) = 2. The line rises 2 units for each
1-unit increase in x.

COMMON TRAP

Do not compute slope as change in x divided
by change in y. Keep the order y over x
consistent.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Exponents, Expressions, and Polynomials

Algebraic expressions can be simplified by combining like terms, applying exponent rules, and factoring
common patterns.

What to Know

Like terms have identical variable parts.

When multiplying powers with the same base, add exponents.

When dividing powers with the same base, subtract exponents.

A negative exponent indicates a reciprocal.

A Reliable Method

1. Apply distribution and exponent rules.

2. Combine like terms.

3. Factor out a greatest common factor when
possible.

4. Check factoring by multiplying the factors.

WORKED EXAMPLE

3).

COMMON TRAP

You may combine 3x and 5x, but not 3x and

Difference of squares: a² - b² = (a - b)(a + b).

x² - 9 is x² - 3², so it factors as (x - 3)(x +

5x². Their variable parts are different.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Geometry: Perimeter, Area, Surface Area, and
Volume

Geometry questions often combine a diagram with a real-world condition. Label known dimensions and
use the formula sheet rather than relying on memory alone.

What to Know

Perimeter measures distance around a figure.

Area measures two-dimensional space in square units.

Volume measures three-dimensional space in cubic units.

Use diameter = 2r for circles.

Break composite figures into familiar shapes.

A Reliable Method

1. Sketch or label the figure.

2. Identify the requested measurement and units.

3. Select the correct formula and substitute values.

4. Check whether the unit should be linear, square, or
cubic.

WORKED EXAMPLE

A rectangle with width 6 and length 9 has
area 54 square units and perimeter 30 units.
Do not confuse these measurements.

COMMON TRAP

A formula is useless if you substitute the
diameter where the radius belongs.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Coordinate Geometry and Right Triangles

Coordinate geometry connects algebra and geometry. Horizontal and vertical distances are simple
differences; diagonal distances use the distance formula or the Pythagorean theorem.

What to Know

Slope = rise/run.

Parallel lines have equal slopes.

Perpendicular nonvertical lines have negative reciprocal slopes.

The Pythagorean theorem applies only to right triangles.

Midpoint averages the x-coordinates and y-coordinates separately.

A Reliable Method

1. Plot or identify the points.

2. Decide whether the segment is horizontal, vertical,
or diagonal.

3. Use differences, slope, midpoint, or distance as
required.

4. Check signs and coordinate order.

WORKED EXAMPLE

The distance from (-2,4) to (5,4) is 7
because the segment is horizontal. No
distance formula is needed.

COMMON TRAP

Do not take the square root too early in a
Pythagorean calculation. Add the squared
legs first.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Statistics and Data Interpretation

Statistics questions ask you to summarize data and judge what a graph or table actually supports. Pay
close attention to scales, labels, and outliers.

What to Know

Mean = sum divided by number of values.

Median is the middle value after ordering.

Mode is the most frequent value.

Range = maximum - minimum.

An outlier can pull the mean strongly while having less effect on the median.

A Reliable Method

1. Read the title, labels, units, and scale.

2. Identify the requested statistic or comparison.

3. Compute carefully from the given data.

4. State the result with appropriate units and context.

WORKED EXAMPLE

For 2, 3, 5, 8, 20, the median is 5. The mean
is 7.6 because the outlier 20 pulls it upward.

COMMON TRAP

Never find a median before ordering the
data.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Probability, Calculator Use, and Multi-Step
Problems

Probability compares favorable outcomes with all possible outcomes. On calculator-allowed items,
organize the mathematics before entering numbers.

What to Know

Probability = favorable outcomes / total outcomes for equally likely outcomes.

Probabilities range from 0 to 1.

For independent events, multiply probabilities when both must occur.

Use the TI-30XS MultiView or onscreen version where permitted.

A Reliable Method

1. List the possible outcomes or identify totals.

2. Write the probability before calculating.

3. For word problems, write the governing formula or
relationship.

4. Use the calculator and then check the result
against an estimate.

WORKED EXAMPLE

With 4 red marbles among 10 total, P(red) =
4/10 = 2/5. A decimal answer would be 0.4.

COMMON TRAP

Do not let the calculator choose the
operation. Entering the wrong model
perfectly still produces the wrong answer.

RELATED RESOURCE

Official calculator reference sheet

Keep exact values such as fractions or π until the final step when possible.

https://www.ged.com/content/dam/websites/ged/post/calculator-sheet.pdf
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Practice 1

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

21. What is 3/4 + 2/3?
A. 5/7
B. 17/12
C. 5/12
D. 1/12

22. What is 18 percent of 250?
A. 18
B. 36
C. 45
D. 68

23. The ratio of red tiles to blue tiles is 3:5. If there are 64 tiles total, how many are red?
A. 8
B. 24
C. 32
D. 40

24. A jacket costs $80. It is discounted 25 percent, then 6 percent sales tax is added. What is the final
price?

A. $56.40
B. $60.00
C. $63.60
D. $68.00

25. Solve 4x - 7 = 21.
A. x = 3.5
B. x = 7
C. x = 14
D. x = 28
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Practice 2

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

26.

27. Solve the system: x + y = 11 and x - y = 3.
A. x = 4, y = 7
B. x = 7, y = 4
C. x = 8, y = 3
D. x = 11, y = 3

28.
A. 13
B. 29
C. 32
D. 61

29. What is the slope of the line through (2, 5) and (6, 13)?
A. 1/2
B. 2
C. 4
D. 8

30. What is the x-intercept of y = -3x + 4?
A. -4/3
B. 0
C. 4/3
D. 4

Which inequality is equivalent to 3x + 5 ≤ 20?
A. x ≤ 5
B. x ≥ 5
C. x ≤ 25/3
D. x ≥ 25/3

If f(x) = 2x² - 3, what is f(4)?
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Practice 3

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

31.

32.
A. (x - 9)(x + 1)
B. (x - 3)(x + 3)

D. x(x - 9)

33. A rectangle has a perimeter of 30 units. Its length is 3 units greater than its width. What is its area?
A. 36 square units
B. 45 square units
C. 54 square units
D. 60 square units

34. A right triangle has legs of 6 and 8. What is the hypotenuse?
A. 10
B. 12
C. 14
D. 15

35. What is the circumference of a circle with radius 5?

Simplify 2³ × 2⁵.
A. 2⁸
B. 4⁸
C. 2¹⁵
D. 4¹⁵

Factor x² - 9.

C. (x - 3)²

A. 5π
B. 10π
C. 25π
D. 50π
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Practice 4

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

36. What is the distance between (-2, 4) and (5, 4)?
A. 3
B. 5
C. 7
D. 9

37. What is the mean of 4, 7, 9, 10, and 15?
A. 8
B. 9
C. 10
D. 11

38. What is the median of 2, 3, 5, 8, and 20?
A. 3
B. 5
C. 7.6
D. 8

39. A bag contains 4 red, 3 blue, and 3 green marbles. What is the probability of choosing a red marble?
A. 1/4
B. 2/5
C. 1/2
D. 3/5

40. A car travels at 55 miles per hour for 2.5 hours. How far does it travel?
A. 110 miles
B. 125 miles
C. 137.5 miles
D. 157.5 miles
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Answers and Explanations 1

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

21. B Explanation

Use a common denominator of 12: 3/4 = 9/12 and 2/3 = 8/12. The sum is 17/12, or 1 5/12.

22. C Explanation

23. B Explanation

24. C Explanation

25. B Explanation

Convert 18% to 0.18 and multiply: 0.18 × 250 = 45.

There are 8 total ratio parts. Each part is 64 / 8 = 8 tiles. Red tiles use 3 parts, so 3 × 8 = 24.

After the discount, the price is 80 × 0.75 = 60. Add 6% tax: 60 × 1.06 = 63.60.

Add 7 to both sides to get 4x = 28, then divide by 4. Thus × = 7.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Answers and Explanations 2

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

26. A Explanation

27. B Explanation

Add the equations to eliminate y: 2x = 14, so x = 7. Substitute into x + y = 11 to get y = 4.

28. B Explanation

29. B Explanation

Slope = (13 - 5) / (6 - 2) = 8 / 4 = 2.

30. C Explanation

At the x-intercept, y = 0. Solve 0 = -3x + 4, giving 3x = 4 and x = 4/3.

Subtract 5: 3x ≤ 15. Divide by positive 3, so the inequality direction stays the same: x ≤ 5.

Substitute 4: f(4) = 2(4²) - 3 = 2(16) - 3 = 29.
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MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Answers and Explanations 3

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

31. A Explanation

32. B Explanation

33. C Explanation

34. A Explanation

35. B Explanation

When multiplying powers with the same base, add exponents: 2³ × 2⁵ = 2⁸.

This is a difference of squares: x² - 3² = (x - 3)(x + 3).

 6 ×

Use the Pythagorean theorem: c² = 6² + 8² = 36 + 64 = 100, so c = 10.

Circumference = 2πr. With r = 5, the circumference is 10π.

Let width = w and length = w + 3. Then 2w + 2(w + 3) = 30, so 4w = 24 and w = 6. Length =
9, and area = 6 × 9 = 54.



StudyGuideZone GED TEST STUDY GUIDE

StudyGuideZone.com 44

MATHEMATICAL REASONING

Math Answers and Explanations 4

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

36. C Explanation

The points have the same y-coordinate, so the distance is the horizontal difference: 5 - (-2) = 7.

37. B Explanation

The sum is 45. Divide by 5 values: 45 / 5 = 9.

38. B Explanation

The values are already ordered. The middle of five values is the third value, 5.

39. B Explanation

There are 10 marbles total and 4 are red. The probability is 4/10 = 2/5.

40. C Explanation

KEEP BUILDING YOUR MATH SCORE

Use free subject practice, or choose the course for guided GED prep. FREE PRACTICE ONLINE COURSE

Distance = rate × time = 55 × 2.5 = 137.5 miles.

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-math-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=math_end_free
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=math_end_course
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SCIENCE

Reading Scientific Passages and Explanations

GED science emphasizes scientific reasoning more than memorizing isolated facts. Most answers can be
found by connecting the passage, data, and basic concepts.

What to Know

Identify the scientific question or phenomenon.

Separate observations from explanations.

Use definitions and relationships provided in the passage.

Prefer conclusions supported by the presented evidence.

Do not import outside assumptions that conflict with the experiment.

A Reliable Method

1. Read the question before rereading the passage.

2. Locate the relevant sentence, table, or figure.

3. Translate the evidence into plain language.

4. Select the conclusion that stays within the
evidence.

WORKED EXAMPLE

If a passage reports that a material expands
when heated, a supported prediction is that
its length will increase at a higher
temperature, assuming other conditions stay
the same.

COMMON TRAP

A familiar fact is not the answer unless it
addresses the specific evidence and
question.

RELATED RESOURCE

Free science practice test

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-science-practice-test/?utm_source=sgz&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide
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SCIENCE

Experimental Design: Variables, Controls, and
Reliability

Experimental-design questions test whether a study isolates one factor and measures its effect fairly.

What to Know

The independent variable is deliberately changed.

The dependent variable is measured.

Controlled variables are kept the same.

A control group provides a baseline.

Larger samples and repeated trials improve reliability.

A Reliable Method

1. State the hypothesis in an if-then form.

2. Identify what changes and what is measured.

3. Check whether other conditions are controlled.

4. Decide whether the evidence supports, weakens,
or does not address the hypothesis.

WORKED EXAMPLE

If fertilizer amount changes and plant height
is measured, fertilizer is independent and
height is dependent.

COMMON TRAP

Changing several variables at once makes it
difficult to determine which factor caused the
result.



StudyGuideZone GED TEST STUDY GUIDE

StudyGuideZone.com 47

SCIENCE

Tables, Graphs, Rates, and Proportional
Reasoning

Data questions require accurate reading of axes, units, trends, and rates. A graph may show association
without proving cause.

What to Know

Read every axis label and unit.

Check whether the scale begins at zero and whether intervals are equal.

Rate = change in one quantity divided by change in another.

Interpolation estimates within the data range; extrapolation predicts beyond it.

Correlation alone does not prove causation.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the two quantities being compared.

2. Read exact values before describing the trend.

3. Calculate differences, rates, or percentages if
asked.

4. Choose a conclusion no broader than the data.

WORKED EXAMPLE

average.

COMMON TRAP

A steep-looking line can be misleading if the
vertical axis covers a very small range.

A temperature increase from 10°C to 22°C
over 4 hours is 12/4 = 3°C per hour on
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SCIENCE

Life Science: Cells, Genetics, and Ecosystems

Life-science questions often combine a short passage with foundational ideas about cells, heredity,
energy, and ecosystems.

What to Know

Cell membranes regulate movement of substances.

DNA carries hereditary information.

Photosynthesis stores light energy in sugars.

Cellular respiration releases usable energy from food.

Energy decreases at higher trophic levels.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the biological level: cell, organism,
population, or ecosystem.

2. Connect structure to function.

3. Track matter and energy through the system.

4. Use simple probability for inheritance questions.

WORKED EXAMPLE

In a Bb x bb cross, half the offspring are
expected to be Bb and show the dominant
trait.

COMMON TRAP

Dominant does not mean common, stronger,
or better. It describes how an allele is
expressed.
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SCIENCE

Physical Science: Matter, Energy, Forces, and
Reactions

Physical-science questions use relationships among mass, volume, force, motion, heat, and chemical
reactions.

What to Know

Density = mass/volume.

Energy can change form but is conserved in a closed system.

Chemical changes form new substances.

Total mass is conserved in a closed chemical reaction.

A Reliable Method

1. Write the relationship or formula.

2. Substitute values with units.

3. Solve and check the scale of the answer.

4. Explain the physical meaning of the result.

WORKED EXAMPLE

COMMON TRAP

Do not confuse mass with volume. Two
objects can have the same volume but
different densities.

Force = mass × acceleration.

A 45-gram sample with volume 15 cm³ has
density 3 g/cm³.
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SCIENCE

Earth and Space Science

Earth and space questions focus on systems and evidence: water and carbon cycles, weather and
climate, plate tectonics, resources, and Earth-Sun relationships.

What to Know

Condensation changes water vapor to liquid.

Weather is short-term; climate describes long-term patterns.

Plate movement explains earthquakes, volcanoes, and matching geologic evidence.

Seasons result primarily from Earth's axial tilt.

Models and multiple lines of evidence strengthen explanations.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the Earth system involved.

2. Trace matter, energy, or motion through the
process.

3. Use the provided evidence to compare
explanations.

4. Reject claims that confuse short-term observations
with long-term trends.

WORKED EXAMPLE

Matching fossils on separated continents
support the conclusion that those
landmasses were once connected.

COMMON TRAP

Summer is not caused simply by Earth being
closer to the Sun. The key factor is axial tilt
and sunlight angle.
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SCIENCE

Science Practice 1

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

41. Which statement is a testable hypothesis?
A. Plants are interesting.
B. If bean plants receive more hours of light, then their average height will increase.
C. Sunlight is better than darkness.
D. Everyone should grow vegetables.

42. A student changes the amount of fertilizer given to identical plants. What is the independent variable?
A. Plant height
B. Type of plant
C. Amount of fertilizer
D. Number of leaves measured

43. In the same experiment, what is the dependent variable if the student records plant height?
A. Plant height
B. Amount of fertilizer
C. Pot size
D. Soil type

44. Why is a control group useful?
A. It guarantees the hypothesis is correct.
B. It provides a comparison without the experimental treatment.
C. It removes the need for repeated trials.
D. It changes more variables at once.

45. Which change would most improve the reliability of an experiment?
A. Use one trial instead of five.
B. Increase the sample size and repeat the procedure.
C. Change several variables simultaneously.
D. Discard results that do not match the prediction.
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SCIENCE

Science Practice 2

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

46.
increase?

47. A reaction produced 0 mL of gas at 0 minutes, 8 mL at 1 minute, 15 mL at 2 minutes, and 19 mL at 3
minutes. During which interval was gas produced fastest?

A. 0 to 1 minute
B. 1 to 2 minutes
C. 2 to 3 minutes
D. The rate was identical

48. A runner travels 600 meters in 150 seconds. What is the average speed?
A. 2 m/s
B. 4 m/s
C. 6 m/s
D. 9 m/s

49. What is the main function of the cell membrane?
A. Store genetic information
B. Control what enters and leaves the cell
C. Produce all cellular energy
D. Build bones and muscles

50. Which process uses light energy to make sugars?
A. Respiration
B. Digestion
C. Photosynthesis
D. Fermentation

A graph shows temperature rising from 10°C at 8 a.m. to 22°C at noon. What is the average rate of

A. 2°C per hour
B. 3°C per hour
C. 4°C per hour
D. 12°C per hour
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SCIENCE

Science Practice 3

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

51. A plant with genotype Bb is crossed with a plant with genotype bb. What fraction of offspring are
expected to show the dominant trait?

A. 0
B. 1/4
C. 1/2
D. All

52. Why is less energy available at higher levels of a food chain?
A. Energy is destroyed by predators.
B. Organisms use much of the energy for life processes and release heat.
C. Plants receive no energy from sunlight.
D. Higher-level consumers do not need energy.

53. A 3-kilogram object accelerates at 4 meters per second squared. What net force acts on it?
A. 0.75 N
B. 7 N
C. 12 N
D. 24 N

54. A sample has a mass of 45 grams and a volume of 15 cubic centimeters. What is its density?

55. Which observation indicates a chemical change?
A. Ice melts.
B. Paper is cut.
C. Iron forms rust.
D. Water boils.

A. 0.33 g/cm³
B. 3 g/cm³
C. 30 g/cm³
D. 60 g/cm³
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SCIENCE

Science Practice 4

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

56. In a closed system, 12 grams of substance A react with 8 grams of substance B. What total mass of
products should form?

A. 4 grams
B. 12 grams
C. 20 grams
D. 96 grams

57. What process forms clouds when water vapor cools?
A. Evaporation
B. Condensation
C. Precipitation
D. Infiltration

58. Which evidence most strongly supports plate tectonics?
A. Daily changes in weather
B. Matching fossils and rock layers on continents now separated by oceans
C. Differences in sunrise times
D. Seasonal changes in daylight

59. What primarily causes Earth's seasons?
A. Earth is much closer to the Sun in summer.
B. The Moon blocks sunlight in winter.
C. Earth's axis is tilted as Earth orbits the Sun.
D. Clouds trap all heat during summer.

60. An experiment found that seeds watered with 20 mL daily germinated faster than seeds watered with 5
mL daily. Which conclusion is justified?

A. All plants grow best with exactly 20 mL of water.
B. In this experiment, the 20 mL group germinated faster than the 5 mL group.
C. Water is the only factor that affects germination.
D. The result proves the hypothesis for every plant species.
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SCIENCE

Science Answers and Explanations 1

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

41. B Explanation

Choice B predicts a measurable relationship between light exposure and plant height and can be tested
experimentally.

42. C Explanation

The independent variable is the factor deliberately changed by the researcher: the amount of fertilizer.

43. A Explanation

The dependent variable is the measured outcome. Here, the outcome is plant height.

44. B Explanation

A control group establishes a baseline so researchers can compare results and judge the effect of the
treatment.

45. B Explanation

Larger samples and repeated trials reduce the influence of random variation and make results more reliable.



StudyGuideZone GED TEST STUDY GUIDE

StudyGuideZone.com 56

SCIENCE

Science Answers and Explanations 2

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

46. B Explanation

47. A Explanation

The increases are 8 mL, 7 mL, and 4 mL. The largest increase occurred during the first minute.

48. B Explanation

Average speed = distance / time = 600 / 150 = 4 meters per second.

49. B Explanation

The cell membrane forms a selective boundary that regulates movement of substances into and out of the
cell.

50. C Explanation

Photosynthesis captures light energy and stores it in sugars made from carbon dioxide and water.

The temperature increased 12°C over 4 hours. Average rate = 12 / 4 = 3°C per hour.
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SCIENCE

Science Answers and Explanations 3

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

51. C Explanation

The first parent can contribute B or b; the second contributes only b. Half the offspring are Bb and show the
dominant trait.

52. B Explanation

Energy transfer is inefficient because organisms use energy for metabolism, movement, growth, and other
processes, with much released as heat.

53. C Explanation

54. B Explanation

Density = mass / volume = 45 / 15 = 3 grams per cubic centimeter.

55. C Explanation

Rusting produces new substances, making it a chemical change. The other examples are physical changes.

Use F = ma: 3 kg × 4 m/s² = 12 newtons.
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SCIENCE

Science Answers and Explanations 4

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

56. C Explanation

Conservation of mass means total product mass equals total reactant mass: 12 + 8 = 20 grams.

57. B Explanation

Condensation occurs when water vapor cools and changes into liquid droplets that can form clouds.

58. B Explanation

Matching fossils and rock formations across separated continents support the idea that the continents were
once connected and later moved.

59. C Explanation

Earth's axial tilt changes the angle and duration of sunlight received by each hemisphere during the year.

60. B Explanation

A sound conclusion stays within the tested conditions. The experiment supports the comparison between
these groups but not universal claims.

KEEP BUILDING YOUR SCIENCE SCORE

Use free subject practice, or choose the course for guided GED prep. FREE PRACTICE ONLINE COURSE

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-science-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=science_end_free
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=science_end_course
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Civics, Government Structure, and Rights

Social studies questions emphasize reading and reasoning in civics contexts. Know the basic structure of
government and use the text or document to support conclusions.

What to Know

Separation of powers divides authority among branches.

Checks and balances allow branches to limit one another.

Federalism divides power between national and state governments.

The Constitution is the supreme law.

The Bill of Rights protects individual liberties.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the government level or branch.

2. Name the power, right, or limitation involved.

3. Connect the action to the constitutional principle.

4. Use evidence from the document or scenario.

WORKED EXAMPLE

A presidential veto is an executive check on
Congress, while judicial review is a judicial
check on laws and government actions.

COMMON TRAP

Do not treat separation of powers as
complete isolation. The branches share and
check powers.

RELATED RESOURCE

Free social studies practice test

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-social-studies-practice-test/?utm_source=sgz&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Founding Documents and U.S. History

Historical questions are often document-based. Focus on chronology, cause and effect, change over time,
and the purpose of a source.

What to Know

The Declaration justified independence.

The Articles of Confederation preceded the Constitution.

The Constitution created a stronger federal framework.

Amendments expanded rights and changed government rules.

Industrialization, migration, wars, and reform movements produced major social change.

A Reliable Method

1. Place events in chronological order.

2. Identify the problem or condition before the event.

3. Connect the event to a consequence.

4. Distinguish what the source says from later
interpretation.

WORKED EXAMPLE

The Articles created a weak central
government; weaknesses in that system
helped motivate the Constitutional
Convention.

COMMON TRAP

Avoid assuming that events had only one
cause. Historical change usually reflects
multiple interacting factors.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Economics: Markets, Choices, and Public
Policy

Economics questions use everyday relationships among scarcity, incentives, supply, demand, prices,
employment, inflation, and public spending.

What to Know

Scarcity requires choices.

Opportunity cost is the next-best alternative given up.

Higher demand with unchanged supply generally raises price.

Inflation reduces purchasing power when income does not keep pace.

Taxes fund public services and influence behavior.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the resource, choice, or market change.

2. Determine whether supply, demand, cost, or
incentives changed.

3. Predict the likely effect while holding other factors
constant.

4. Use data rather than political assumptions.

WORKED EXAMPLE

If more buyers want a fixed quantity of
apartments, rents tend to rise. If new
construction expands supply, that pressure
may decrease.

COMMON TRAP

Economic models describe tendencies, not
guarantees under every condition.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Geography, Maps, and Human Migration

Geography questions connect location, environment, movement, and human activity. Read map keys,
scales, directions, and data carefully.

What to Know

Map scale converts map distance to actual distance.

Latitude measures north-south position; longitude measures east-west position.

Physical features can shape settlement and trade.

Push factors drive people away; pull factors attract them.

Regions can be defined by physical, cultural, political, or economic traits.

A Reliable Method

1. Read the title, legend, scale, and orientation.

2. Locate the relevant places or regions.

3. Calculate distance or compare patterns.

4. Explain the relationship between geography and
human activity.

WORKED EXAMPLE

At a scale of 1 inch = 40 miles, 3.5 inches
represents 140 miles.

COMMON TRAP

Do not assume that a map is drawn at a
familiar scale. Always use the printed scale.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Primary Sources, Secondary Sources, and Bias

Source questions ask who created a source, when, for what audience, and with what evidence or
perspective.

What to Know

Primary sources come from participants or the period studied.

Secondary sources interpret earlier evidence.

Bias does not automatically make a source useless, but it affects how it should be read.

Loaded language can reveal perspective.

Corroboration compares multiple independent sources.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify the author, date, audience, and purpose.

2. Classify the source as primary or secondary.

3. Separate factual observations from interpretation.

4. Compare the source with other evidence.

WORKED EXAMPLE

A diary from a 1963 march is primary
evidence of one participant's experience. It is
valuable but may not represent every
participant.

COMMON TRAP

Do not confuse firsthand with unbiased. A
primary source can be highly subjective.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Charts, Percentages, and Evidence-Based
Conclusions

GED social studies includes quantitative reasoning with tables, graphs, rates, percentages, and
public-policy data.

What to Know

Percentage points measure the direct difference between two percentages.

Percent change divides the difference by the original value.

Read labels and units before calculating.

Compare rates only when denominators are comparable.

A strong conclusion acknowledges relevant limits in the data.

A Reliable Method

1. Identify exactly what each value represents.

2. Choose percentage-point difference, percent
change, rate, or total as required.

3. Calculate with units.

4. State only what the data support.

WORKED EXAMPLE

COMMON TRAP

A chart showing two variables moving
together does not by itself prove that one
caused the other.

An increase from 48% to 57% is
9%age points, not 9%.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Practice 1

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

61. What is the purpose of separation of powers?
A. To place all authority in one branch
B. To divide government responsibilities among branches
C. To eliminate state governments
D. To allow courts to write every law

62. Which is an example of checks and balances?
A. The president vetoes a bill passed by Congress.
B. A mayor opens a public park.
C. A citizen registers to vote.
D. A state builds a highway.

63. Federalism divides power between which levels of government?
A. National and state governments
B. Executive and judicial branches only
C. Cities and private businesses
D. Voters and political parties

64. Which freedom is protected by the First Amendment?
A. Protection from all taxes
B. Freedom of speech
C. The right to hold any public office
D. A guarantee of employment

65. The principle of due process requires government to do what?
A. Follow fair legal procedures
B. Guarantee that every defendant is acquitted
C. Allow unlimited searches
D. Remove the right to appeal
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Practice 2

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

66. What was a central purpose of the Declaration of Independence?
A. To create the three branches of government
B. To explain and justify the colonies' separation from Britain
C. To establish the first national bank
D. To end every disagreement among the states

67. Which document came immediately before the U.S. Constitution as the national framework of
government?

A. The Bill of Rights
B. The Articles of Confederation
C. The Emancipation Proclamation
D. The Monroe Doctrine

68. Which amendment guarantees equal protection of the laws?
A. First Amendment
B. Fourth Amendment
C. Fourteenth Amendment
D. Twenty-second Amendment

69. Which development was closely associated with industrialization in the late 1800s?
A. A major decline in cities
B. Growth of factories and urban populations
C. The end of immigration
D. A return to small-scale household production

70. The New Deal was primarily a response to which event?
A. The Civil War
B. The Great Depression
C. World War I
D. The Louisiana Purchase



StudyGuideZone GED TEST STUDY GUIDE

StudyGuideZone.com 67

SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Practice 3

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

71. If demand rises while supply stays the same, what usually happens to price?
A. Price tends to rise.
B. Price tends to fall.
C. Price must become zero.
D. Price is unaffected in every case.

72. A student chooses to work a Saturday shift instead of attending a concert. What is the opportunity
cost?

A. The wages earned
B. The concert the student gives up
C. The cost of transportation to work
D. The employer's profit

73. If prices rise faster than wages, what happens to workers' purchasing power?
A. It generally increases.
B. It generally decreases.
C. It always doubles.
D. It is unrelated to prices.

74. Which is a common reason governments collect taxes?
A. To fund public services such as roads and schools
B. To eliminate all private businesses
C. To guarantee equal income for every person
D. To prevent citizens from saving money

75. A map scale states that 1 inch represents 40 miles. Two cities are 3.5 inches apart on the map. What is
the actual distance?

A. 43.5 miles
B. 80 miles
C. 120 miles
D. 140 miles
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Practice 4

Choose the best answer. Work without checking the explanations.

76. Which is a pull factor that can attract people to a new region?
A. War
B. Severe drought
C. More job opportunities
D. Political persecution

77. Which is a primary source for studying a 1963 civil rights march?
A. A textbook published in 2025
B. A diary written by a participant in 1963
C. A documentary produced decades later
D. A modern encyclopedia entry

78. Which feature most clearly suggests that a source may be biased?
A. It distinguishes facts from opinions.
B. It cites evidence from multiple viewpoints.
C. It uses emotionally loaded language and ignores contrary evidence.
D. It identifies the author and publication date.

79.

C. 18 percentage points
D. 105 percentage points

80. Which evidence best supports the claim that a new crosswalk improved pedestrian safety?
A. The crosswalk was painted bright white.
B. Traffic volume remained similar, while pedestrian collisions at the intersection fell from six per year to one.
C. Several residents said the design looked modern.
D. The project was completed in spring.

Voter turnout rose from 48% to 57%. By how many percentage points did it increase?
A. 9%age points
B. 9%
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Answers and Explanations 1

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

61. B Explanation

Separation of powers divides authority among legislative, executive, and judicial branches to limit
concentrated power.

62. A Explanation

A presidential veto is an executive check on the legislative branch.

63. A Explanation

Federalism is the constitutional division of authority between the national government and state
governments.

64. B Explanation

The First Amendment protects speech, religion, press, assembly, and petition.

65. A Explanation

Due process requires fair procedures and lawful treatment before government may deprive a person of life,
liberty, or property.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Answers and Explanations 2

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

66. B Explanation

The Declaration announced independence and presented grievances and principles used to justify
separation from Britain.

67. B Explanation

The Articles of Confederation served as the first national framework before the Constitution replaced it.

68. C Explanation

The Fourteenth Amendment includes the Equal Protection Clause and applies due process protections to
state governments.

69. B Explanation

Industrialization expanded factory production and drew workers into rapidly growing cities.

70. B Explanation

The New Deal consisted of programs and reforms introduced during the Great Depression.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Answers and Explanations 3

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

71. A Explanation

With more buyers competing for the same quantity of goods, market price generally rises.

72. B Explanation

Opportunity cost is the value of the next-best alternative that is forgone, here the concert.

73. B Explanation

When prices rise faster than income, the same wages buy fewer goods and services, so purchasing power
falls.

74. A Explanation

Taxes provide revenue for public goods and services, including infrastructure, education, and public safety.

75. D Explanation

Multiply map distance by the scale: 3.5 × 40 = 140 miles.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies Answers and Explanations 4

Review the method even when your answer was correct.

76. C Explanation

A pull factor attracts migrants. Employment opportunities can draw people to a region, while the other
choices are push factors.

77. B Explanation

A participant's contemporary diary is direct evidence created during the event, making it a primary source.

78. C Explanation

Loaded language and selective use of evidence indicate an effort to persuade without fairly representing
alternatives.

79. A Explanation

Percentage-point change is the difference between percentages: 57 - 48 = 9 percentage points.

80. B Explanation

Choice B provides before-and-after safety data while noting that traffic volume was similar, directly
supporting the claim.

KEEP BUILDING YOUR SOCIAL STUDIES SCORE

Use free subject practice, or choose the course for guided GED prep. FREE PRACTICE ONLINE COURSE

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-social-studies-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=social_end_free
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=social_end_course
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FINAL REVIEW

Final Review Strategy and Test-Day Checklist

The final stage is not the time to learn every remaining topic. Protect your strongest skills, repair a few
high-value weaknesses, and make test-day procedures automatic.

During the Final Week

Complete one realistic timed set in each subject.

Review your error log and redo representative missed questions.

Practice the TI-30XS or onscreen calculator and the computer interface.

Write at least one timed RLA argument-analysis response.

Confirm your appointment, identification, route or system requirements, and state rules.

Protect sleep and avoid an exhausting last-minute cram session.

On Test Day

Arrive or log in early enough to complete check-in.

Read every instruction and question stem.

Use evidence, units, and estimates to check your work.

Do not allow one difficult question to consume the section.

Use scheduled breaks to reset rather than review mistakes obsessively.

FINAL PRACTICE

Take one more mixed set and review every miss.

FREE PRACTICE

STILL MISSING YOUR TARGET?

Use the course for guided repair across weak subjects.

VIEW COURSE

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=final_review_free
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=final_review_course
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STUDY PLANS

Four-Week Study Plan

Use this intensive plan when your baseline shows that most tested skills are already familiar. Adjust the
order so your weakest subject receives the most time.

Week 1 Baseline and foundations

Take a baseline in all four subjects.

Begin RLA reading/grammar and core math operations/algebra.

Start an error log and practice calculator basics.

Week 2 Math and RLA depth

Review functions, geometry, data, arguments, and revision.

Complete two timed subject sets.

Write one extended response and revise it.

Week 3 Science and social studies

Practice experiments, graphs, civics, history, economics, and geography.

Complete mixed data questions.

Retest Week 1 weaknesses.

Week 4 Simulation and correction

Complete timed practice in each subject.

Redo missed questions without notes.

Review procedures, tools, and the final checklist.

PREFER SELF-PACED REVIEW?

Pair this four-week plan with the Mometrix GED study guide.

VIEW STUDY GUIDE

NEED GUIDED ACCOUNTABILITY?

Use the online course for lessons, practice, and progress
tracking.

VIEW ONLINE COURSE

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-study-guide/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=four_week_book
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=four_week_course
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STUDY PLANS

Eight-Week Study Plan

Use the longer plan when you need substantial content review or can study only a few hours each week.
Keep one weekly session for cumulative review.

WEEK PRIMARY FOCUS

1 Baseline, state rules, study schedule, calculator orientation

2 RLA main ideas, evidence, arguments, and source evaluation

3 RLA grammar, revision, transitions, and extended response

4 Math number skills, ratios, percents, equations, and systems

5 Math functions, geometry, statistics, probability, and timed practice

6 Science experiments, graphs, life science, physical science, Earth science

7 Social studies civics, history, economics, geography, and sources

8 Timed subject sets, error-log review, final checklist, and rest

WEEKLY RULE

End each week by retesting older material. Delayed retrieval is what proves the
skill lasted. USE THE ONLINE GED COURSE

https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=eight_week_course
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Choose the Right GED Prep Support
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The free guide can diagnose weaknesses and build core skills. Choose additional support only when it solves a specific
preparation problem.

START FREE

Best for identifying weak subjects and
getting more realistic practice with
explanations.

FREE PRACTICE

ONLINE COURSE

Best for a complete schedule with
lessons, videos, flashcards, practice,
and progress tools.

VIEW COURSE

STUDY GUIDE

Best for self-paced book or eBook
review with lessons, quizzes, practice
tests, and online materials.

VIEW STUDY GUIDE

WHICH OPTION FITS YOUR SITUATION?

You do not know where to start Take the free mixed practice test and build an error log.

You need structure across all four subjects Use the online course for guided lessons and progress tracking.

You prefer offline or self-paced review Use the study guide or eBook as your primary reference.

You are weak in only one subject Use the free subject-specific practice links below before buying more prep.

FREE SUBJECT PRACTICE

GED OVERVIEW RLA MATH SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES

Product features, prices, promotions, and guarantees can change. Review the current product page before purchasing. Mometrix is not affiliated
with GED Testing Service.

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=resources_free
https://www.mometrix.com/university/ged/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=resources_course
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-study-guide/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=resources_book
https://www.studyguidezone.com/gedtest.htm?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=study_guide&utm_campaign=ged&utm_content=resources_ged_overview
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-ela-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=resources_rla
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-math-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=resources_math
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-science-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=resources_science
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-social-studies-practice-test/?utm_source=studyguidezone&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ged_study_guide&utm_content=resources_social_studies
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REFERENCES

Official References and Important Notes

Test-format and policy information in this guide was reviewed against official GED Testing Service resources
available in July 2026. State and jurisdiction rules remain the controlling source for eligibility, pricing,
scheduling, and retakes.

Official Links

Official GED test subjects and timing

Official GED score levels

Official scheduling instructions

Official online testing requirements

Official price and state rules

Official test previews

Official calculator reference sheet

Trademark and Accuracy Notes

GED and GED Ready are registered trademarks of GED Testing Service LLC. StudyGuideZone and Mometrix
are not affiliated with or endorsed by GED Testing Service LLC.

Practice questions in this guide are original educational examples and are not official GED test items.

Test policies and linked product details can change. Confirm current information before scheduling or
purchasing.

No study guide can guarantee a passing score. Use practice results to guide additional study and seek
instruction when foundational skills remain weak.

https://www.ged.com/about-test/test-subjects.html
https://www.ged.com/about-test/scores.html
https://www.ged.com/about-test/scheduling.html
https://www.ged.com/take-the-ged-test-online.html
https://www.ged.com/about-test/price-and-rules.html
https://www.ged.com/study/free-online-ged-test.html
https://www.ged.com/content/dam/websites/ged/post/calculator-sheet.pdf
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